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January 3, 2021

The Epiphany of the Lord

H a p p y N e w Y e a r , O n e D ay at a T i m e
The ﬁrst weekend of this new year is the liturgical celebration of the Epiphany of the Lord. From the Gospel of Matthew 2:1-12 we read the account of
the three magi coming from the east asking, “Where is the newborn King of
the Jews?” We know the account very well; this year the one phrase that
stands out the most for me is the ﬁnal line of the reading: “they departed for
their country by another way.” Off they went and I bet they found some
new delights on their journey home!
I guess as this new year dawns it is time to make resolutions to live a healthier, holier,
happier life in 2021. One of the ideas I have been pondering is “how can I live each
day in another way”?
I was recently reminded of the song “Day by Day” from the musical “Godspell” from
1972 and its lovely, simple lyrics:
Day by day, day by day,
Oh dear Lord, three things I pray:
To see thee more clearly,
To love thee more dearly,
To follow thee more nearly,
Day by day.
From friends and family who are involved in 12 step programs, I am reminded that I
only have this day and that life is lived one day at a time. As the fellows at our local I
Love Bagels store told me last week: “Father John, “yesterday is history, tomorrow
is a mystery, and today is a gift and that’s why it is called the present”. (quoting
Eleanor Roosevelt)
Lord, give us the grace to live each day, one day at a time, grateful for the gift of faith.
Who knows what delights will be in store each day of 2021? They will certainly outweigh the struggles.
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A M essage from the F ood
Pa n t ry
We are so blessed to be part of such a
generous community. Although we are
seeing twice as many families as ever before (170 families this week!), our
shelves keep ﬁlling up. Your generous
donations of food are so needed and so
appreciated by our clients. The last food
drive held by the Knights of Columbus
brought us both food and holiday cheer!
The Saint Vincent de Paul Society provided the families with grocery gift cards
and we even had a family step up to
hand out toys. By donating to the Giving
Tree we can keep our pantry stocked
with the supplies and special needs.
We also have the hardest working volunteers you’ll ever meet. Every week we
distribute at least 2 bags of groceries that
have been pre-bagged, along with bread,
produce, etc. Last week we prepared and
distributed about 500 different bags! We
are so grateful to over 50 faithful and
tireless volunteers!
Thank you for your support,
Nancy Doyle and Tina Haeussler

Page 3

Page 4

January 3, 2021

A Reflection for the New Year
I once attended a retreat on New Year’s Eve,
where we played this game. There were two
doors at opposite ends of the meeting room, designated as the “old year” and the “new year.” We
were told to put all our past sins, failures and disappointments in a big sack, open the old year door
and ﬂing the sack outside. Whoosh! That door
was then closed and the new year door opened
wide to welcome a New Year of graces and blessings, of opportunities to grow into a deeper, fuller
life of love and service. And no looking back with
either self-pity or phony smugness. This game is
worth a try, especially at the end of a year like
2020.
In Chapter 21 of Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus tells
the chief priests and elders of the people a parable
in which a farmer asks each of his two sons to go
work in his vineyard. One son says, “No, I won’t,”
but later changes his mind and goes to work. The
second son says, “Yes, sir,” but then never shows
up. When Jesus asks, “Which of the two did his
father’s will,” the question is so easy that even the
chief priests and elders agree that it was the son
who did the work. Actions speak louder than
words, as we all know. So what was the point of
the story, and what does it have to do with New
Year’s Day? Jesus provides the answer when he
follows up the quiz with some harsh words:
“Amen, I say to you, tax collectors and prostitutes
are entering the Kingdom of God before you.
When John came to you in the way of righteousness, you did not believe him; but tax collectors
and prostitutes did. Yet even when you saw that,
you did not later change your minds and believe
him.”
These last words of Our Lord are more than
just a jab at the local hierarchy. They are telling
each one of us that we need to celebrate the end
of each day (not just the end of each year) with an
act of contrition and a prayer for forgiveness –
which God will always grant – and to start each
new day with a humble prayer of gratefulness and
a heart ﬁlled with love and compassion for all of
God’s creation. They are also telling us we need
to line up with the tax collectors and prostitutes,
roll up our sleeves and do the work we promised
to do.
By: Bill Kramer, Life, Justice & Peace Ministry
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Foundations:
A Catholicism 101 Series
A weekly video series that premieres on
YouTube and Facebook on Sundays with an accompanying resources, questions and activities
to help you have faith-centered conversations
and experiences in the home every week, and
learn more about our Catholic faith. For families, youth and adults of all ages to do together
or for personal growth and reﬂection. Email
Matt at mzemanek@st-timsrc.org for additional
information.
Need Assistance With Living Expenses?
Please know that the St. Timothy’s Saint Vincent
DePaul Office is open and able to help parishioners who may be experiencing some difficulty
in meeting living expenses at this time.
This assistance may include help with rent, utilities, insurance payments, auto and medical expenses. Please reach out by calling 949-2494092. All calls and assistance are conﬁdential.
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Mass Intentions for the Week
Saturday, January 2
5:00 p.m. Adonis Cordia,† and Ruth Kisow, †
Sunday, January 3, Epiphany
7:00 a.m. For the People of St Timothy Parish
9:00 a.m. Peter & Judy Knoppert,†
11:00 a.m. Greg Doyle,† and Richard Sanchez,†
5:00 p.m. Robert Stava,† and Jason Nell,†
Monday, January 4
8:30 a.m. Jim Dozal,† and Wilfred Deschenes,†
Tuesday, January 5
8:30 a.m. John Cusano,† and Carol Sapichino,†
Wednesday, January 6
8:30 a.m. Gloria & Al Lubrano,† and Chad Nelson, †
Friday, January 8
8:30 a.m. Paul Sandoval,† and Danny Corning, †

Presider Schedule

Saturday, January 9
5:00 p.m.
Father Evan Simington
Sunday, January 10
7:00 a.m.
Monsignor John Urell
9:00 a.m.
Monsignor John Urell
11:00 a.m.
Father Bernard Johnson
5:00 p.m.
Father Evan Simington

Mail in Donations
Thank you for your continued support of our parish through your generous donations. We appreciate you faithfully mailing them to us or dropping
them through the mail slot by the Front Office.
As a reminder, we will process all donations received throughout the week at 9:00 AM on Monday mornings. If your donation is received after
9:00 AM, it will be processed the following Monday. We appreciate your patience and understanding.
If you would like to sign up for electronic donations, please go to www.st-timsrc.org/donate or
give us a call in the Business Office at 949-2494091.
Thank you, again, and may God bless you abundantly for your kindness and keep you in His care
throughout this holiday season!
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